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REMARKS/ A RG U ME NTS 

Claims 1-12, 14-17, 20-27, 29 and 33-42 are pending in the application. Claims 
1-1 1, 2.0-27, 29, 33 and 35-42 were rejected in the Office Action. Claims 12, 14-1 7 and 34 were 
objected to. Claims k 4, 12, 20 and 34 were amended and new claims 50-105 were added. 
Claims 13, 18-19, 28. 30-32, 43-49 were previously cancelled. No new matter lias been added. 
Re-examination and reconsideration of the pending claims as amended are respectfully 
requested. 

i im uj l i - - l - c_c mi 

Claims 1-11, 20-27, 29, 33 and 35*42 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1.02(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,S07,39S to Shaknovich (hereinafter referred to as 
Shaknovicb), Such rejections are overcome for the following reasons. 

Independent claim 1 has been amended Lo recite in part a deployment mechanism 
coupled to the catheter body adapted to apply a radially outward force along a selected length of 
the stenting structure to deploy a portion of the stealing structure having the selected length at 
one .time, wherein the deployed portion having the selected length is released into the vessel in 
the expanded configuration while a remaining portion of the stenting structure unconnected to 
.the deployed poi t oh luwiii; iclcasuhh held by the catheter body in the unexpanded 

i migi i 1 i end _J lo.wnej icduniM ; 1 i i tn 1 

4 ! ' i dx i H « < hUwl k ngjh jjiaj j p and e* nn I n 

\gG£dJroni li_s>Jbji i] - 11 11 lf 4K all of the total lenmh v hde Ik cathctci 

is positioned in the vessel. Shaknovich fails to disclose all of the limitations of amended claim 1. 

Shaknovich describes a stent delivery shuttle system having one or more stents 
disposed on an expandable deployment segment (Abstract, Figs. 5 and 9). Shaknovich discloses 
one embodiment having a single stent releasably held by the catheter body, however, the entire 
stent is deployed and therefore Shaknovich fails to disclose a deployed portion having the 
selected length released into the vessel in the expanded configuration while a remaining portion 
of the stenting structure remains unconnected thereto and remains releasably held by the catheter 
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body in the unexpanded configuration; as required by claim i. Shaknovich also discloses 
embodiments with two or more stents (e.g. Fig. 9), however, the stents are disposed at spaced 
apart locations along a shuttle which is positionable over a balloon catheter. Each stent is 
disposed over an expandable portion of the shuttle flanked by regions that do not expand or 
expand to a lesser degree as the stem-bearing expandable portion (col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 1 ; 
col. 7, lines 12-14). Therefore, only a single stent can be deployed at a time. The shuttle must 
be repositioned relative to the underlying balloon to deploy an additional stent and thus 
Shaknovich cannot deploy up to substantially ail of the total length of the stents at one time as 
required by claim 1 . Shaknovich therefore fails to disclose that t he deplo yment mechanism is 
cou pled to an actuator at the proximal end of t he catheter body which a ll ows the selected length 
which is ex panded at one time to be varied from les s tha n the total length up to substantially a ll 
of the tota l length w hile the catheter is positioned in the vessel. 

Because Shaknovich fails to disclose each and every element of claim 1, 
anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) cannot be established. Applicants therefore respectfully 
request withdrawal o f the 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) rejection and allowance of claim 1 and the 
dependent, claims which depend therefrom. 

Independent claim 20 has similarly been amended and therefore for the same 
reasons discuss above, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
rejection and allowance of independent claim 20 and the claims which depend therefrom. 

.6 .Uowab le subject Matter 

Claims 12, 14-17 and 34 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form. Claim 12 has been 
rewritten in independent form to include the limitations of independent base claim 1 and 
therefore is allowable. Claims 14-17 are dependent on claim 12 and therefore are also allowable. 
Claim 34 has been rewritten in independent form including the limitations of independent claim 
20 and intervening claim 33 and therefore is allowable. 
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New claims 

New claims 50-105 have been added. Support for these claims may be found 
throughout the originally filed disclosure and dependent claims, therefore no new matter has 
been added. Claims 50-105 are believed to be patentable over the cited references for the 
following reasons. 



Claims 50-53 depend from claim I which has been distinguished from 



Sbaknovich as discussed above. Claims 54-72 depend from claim 12 which is allowable as 
discussed above. Claims 73-81 depend from claim 20 which has been distinguished from 
Shaknovich as discussed supra. Claims 82-105 depend from claim 34 which is allowable as 
discussed above. 



CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing. Applicants believe all claims now pendi ng in thi s 



Application are in condition for allowance. The issuance of a formal Notice of A llowance at an 
early date is respectfully requested. Additionally, a Supplemental IDS has been submitted for 
consideration by the Examiner during prosecution of this application. 

If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 
this application, please telephone the undersigned at 650-326-2400. 

Respectfully submitted. 



TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, Eighth Floor 

San Francisco, California 94H 1-3834 
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Jeffry J. Grainger 
Reg. No. 36,815 



By: Douglas Portnow 
Reg. No. 59,660 
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